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of the Boyne, and a scuffle ensued, in which two lives were
lost.1

The religious animosity still further increased the prevail-
ing distrust of the militia, who were mainly Catholics. ' Be
assured/ wrote Lord Blayney, ' the yeomanry of the North are
your sheet anchor. Was it not for the confidence the United
Irishmen have in the militia, matters would not have gone the
lengths they have. Therefore, beware of the militia. I have
strong reasons for saying so. . . * Among the observations I
have made, the Boman Catholics alone have universally been
guilty of robbery and murder.3 2

At the same time, during the summer and autumn of 1797,
real steps had been made towards the pacification of the North.
The process of disarming was steadily carried on, and it met
with some considerable success. It appears, from a confidential
Government report, that in the first twenty days of July, there
were surrendered in the northern district and in Westmeath
8,300 guns, and about 1,100 pikes, besides a large number of
swords, pistols, and bayonets, while about 2,500 other guns,
and about 550 pikes, were seized by force.3 Several quarters
which, in the spring, had been great centres of disaffection, had
become at least passively loyal. From Belfast, Lake wrote, ' The
town is more humbled than it has ever been, and many of the
villains have quitted it/4 Newry, which was only second to
Belfast as a centre of disturbance, seems to have been effectually
pacified. Dundalk and its surrounding country were pro-
nounced perfectly quiet.5 The courage and moderation with
which Dean Warburton laboured to pacify his district of the
county of Armagh received its reward, when he was able to
announce to his parishioners in July, that the proclamation was
revoked which placed that county under the Insurrection Act.a
Dungannon also, but not its neighbourhood, had been pacified
by General Knox. c We are under no apprehensions/ wrote a
clergyman from that town, c but to the north of us it is quite
lost. Dungannon is frontiered by Stewartstown, an advanced
post in the enemies' country, with many royalists in it. Thence,

1 Pelham to one of the officials in     guns were said to be unserviceable.
England, Nov. 2, 1797.                                 * Lake to Pelham, June 4, 1797.

a Lord Blayney, July 21, 1797.                3 August 1797.

3 I.S.P.O.    More than 4,000 of the           * Dean Warburton, July 21, 1797.